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PANAMA CITY — United 
States aid has helped make 
the Panama National Guard 
into one of the most efficient 
para-military forces in Latin 
America. 

Panama hqs been ruled by a 
military junta since October. 

Apart from shoulder 
patches with the words “todo 
por la patria” (everything for 
the country), there is little to 
distinguish a Panama National 
Guardsman from his counter- 
part in the U.S. Army. 

American aid has come in 
the form of equipment, train- 
ing and money. 

The national guard also is 
probably unique among ■ mili- 
tary forces in this hemisphere 
in that one of its most valua- 
ble items of equipment is the 
humble half-ton utility or 
pick-up truck with canopy and 
seating for eight at the rear. 
This not only performs all the 
usual roles of such vehicles, 
but also serves as radio patrol 
car, paddy wagon, highway pa- 
trol vehicle and riot squad 
transport. 

Equally varied are the roles 
of the 5000-man body, the 
country’s only armed force. Its 
members function as city and 
rural policemen, highway 
patrolmen, border guards, 


presidential guards, coast 
guardsmen. Airport guards 
and soldiers. 

In the last role, their eff orts 
are centered on two so-called 
“public • order companies” 
based on the outskirts of the 
capital city. 

These Units, the most effi- 
cient in the National Guard, 
operate chiefly as riot control 
troops, but they are actually 
highly-trained assault troops 
which could, if needed, fight 
as efficiently in the steaming 
jungles as amid the teeming 
tenements of downtown Pan- 
ama City. 

Their barracks, like the var- 
ious provincial and district 
headquarters in Panama City, 
are connected by an extensive 
radio communications network 
which, operating on at least 
four different wavelengths, 
covers most of Panama. 

An isolated indian village in 
'the Darien jungles adjoining 
Colombia, for instance, may 
be accessible only by canoe or 
helicopter — but still be 
linked to the outside world by 
its National Guard unit’s 
radio. 

Radio also links the various 
headquarters and patrol vehi- 
cles of the highway patrol, a 
highly-trained ' section mo- 
delled on Mexico’s highway 
patrols. It not only enforces 


roads laws, but also provides 
first aid and emergency re-' 
pairs. 

However, apart from these j 
and its many and varied other 
regular duties, the national 
guard has undertaken over the 
past few years an extensive 
civic action program, princi- 
pally in poor and rural areas. 

As well as building feeder 
roads, digging wells and other 
community projects. National 
Guard technicians have 
formed joint missions with 
U.S. military personnel based 
in the Panama Canal Zone to 
take medical care to remote 
communities. . 

Much of these activities 
have been helped by amerioan 
aid which, from 1961 through 
1967 averaged about 350,000 
dollars a year, of which about 
half was spent on training. 
Since the training program 
began in the 1950s, about 4500 
National Guardsmen have re- 
ceived U.S, training, princi- 
pally at U.S. bases in the 
Canal Zone. 

American spokesmen em- 
phasize the training has been 
directed at the police aspects 
of the National Guard’s mis- 
sion, providing such specialists 
as medical and health techni- 
cians, communications experts 
and vehicle mechanics. 

But considerable training 
has also been given in more 


Panama 

warlike skills. Almost all the 
top officers have received 
training in jungle warfare and 
anti-guerrilla tactics from U.S. 
training schools. 



